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THE 


PREFACE. 


| Þ jk falſe Reports going about Town 
and Country, to the Injury of the Pro- 


vinceof PE NNSILVANIA, Twas 
prevailed with by ſome concerned in that 
Province, and others that defire the truth 
of things, to Publiſh ſuch of the laſt Let- 
ters as made mention of the State of the 
Country; to ſerve for anſwer to the Idle and 
Unjuſt Stories that the «Malice of ſome 
invent, and the Credulity of others prepare 
them to receive againſt it , which is all 
the part TI take in this preſent Publication, 


Willam Penn. 


” 

"4 

«+ 
# 
e 


C43 * 


— IE 


———————.. 


A 'Letter trom Dr eAMcre. 


+ Honored Governour, 
' Have ſeen a Letter from your hand, 'direfted to me, 
among many in this Province, which came by Cap- 
tain Richard Dimond: It was in all reſpeft welcome 

* tome, and more particularly, for that yow make men- 
+ "tion of your coming to us again, with your Family ; 
a thing ſo much deſired by all in theſe parts, and 
more particularly by my ſelf. Burt. I fear that Madam Pexx 
ihould givetoo much creditto the evil Reports that I-do un- 
derſtand are given out by many Enemies to this new Colony, 
As if we were ready to Famifh, and that the Land is. ſo barren, 
the Climet ſo hot, that Engliſh Grain, Roots and Herbs do not 
come to Maturity;and what grows to be little worth. How untrue 
all theſe thingsare you well know; but we that have ſeen our - 
handy. Work, accompanied with Gods bleſſing upon it, ſince 
your departure from us,are able to ſay ſomething moreto in- 
courage you to return tous again. You know,that when you 
went for- England, there was an indifferent plenty of moſt 
things, and chat many hundred Famities were clearing of 
Land to Sow and Plant, as I was alſo doing ; ſince that,our 
Lands have been grateful to us, and have begun to reward 
our Labours by abounding Crops ot Cors this Year. But 
ro give you to underſtand the full of our Condition, with re- 
jpe& £2 Proviſion in this Province; we had laſt Fall, and the 
Winter, abundance of good freſh Perkin our Market at rwo 
Pence half-penny per Pound, of this Country Money, which is 
xn Engliſh two Pence; Beef at the ſame rate; the like is this 
Year; and Butter for fix Pence per Pound ; Wheat for four 


Shillings per Buſhel ; Rye three.Shillings ; .and now allth:s 
Summer 
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Summer Wheet is at three Shillings, & three Shillings 6 Penceg 
Rye at eight Groats, and half a Crown ; IndianCorn ſeven 
Groats, and two Shillings this Country Money ſtill; fo that 
there is now ſome Corn Tranſ; from this River. Door 
Butler has bought two hundred Buſhels of Whear arthree 
Shillings ſix Pence,to Tranſport ,& ſeveral others, ſo that ſome 
Thouſands of Buſhels are Tranfported this Seaſon, and when 
this Crop that now is gathered is Threſbed,it is ſuppoſed that 
it will be abundantly cheaper then now it is, for there has- 
been abundance of Cora this Year in every Plantation. 

The laſt Year I did plant about twelve Acres of Indian 
Corn, and when it came off the Ground, I didonly cauſe the 
Ground to be Hatrowed,and upon that I did ſow both H beat 
and Rye, at which many La , aying, That I ccald not 
expett any Corn from what I had ſoned, the Land wanting more 
Labour ; ve I had this Year as good Wheat and Rye upon it, 
as Was to be found inany other place, and that very bri 
Corn. I have had a good Crop of Barley and Oats; and 
whereas my People did not uſe my Barley well, ſo that much 
was ſhcd upon the Grow d, I cauſed it immediately to be 
Plowed in, and is now growing, keeping a good Colour, and 
Iam in hope of another Cropof Baricy, having good Ears 
tho the Straw be ſhorter. I did plan an Hopp Gardew 
this Spring, which is now _— of Hoepps, at which 
all Engliſh People admire. Richard Colles and Sawae! 
Carpemter, &c. having had ſome Fields of Rye the laſt 
Summer , and plowed the Stuble in order to ſow other 
Corn , by ſome Caſualty could not ſow their Fields, = 
have they had conſiderable Crops of Rye, in the faid Fields, by 
what had been ſhed on the Ground'in Harveſt time. I have 
had ſeventy L ars of Rye upon one ſingle Roor, proceeding from 
owe ſingle Corn ; forty foe of Wheat ; eighty of Oats ; tax, 
twelve and ſourreen of Barly out of one Corn: Trook the 

Curioſuy 
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Carioliry to tell one of therwelve Ears from one Grain, and 
'thete wasif it forty five Grains on that Ear ; above three 
Thouſand of Oats from one ſingle Corn, and ſome I had, that 
had much more, but it Teck lcem a Romance rather then a 
/ Truth, if I ſhould ſpeak what I have ſeen in theſe things. 
 Arvoldas ds ls Grange hath above a Thoufand Buſhels of 
Exgliſb Grain this Year, there is indeed a great encreaſe every 
where. I had the laſt Year as L rap Ternops, Carrots and 
Parſnogs as could be expeted, and in no wile inferior tothoſe 
31 London, the Parſnops better, and of a great bigneſs; my 
Children have ſound out a way of Roſting them inthe Em- 
.bers, and are as good as Barbadoes Potatoes, inſomuch that it 
is now become a Diſh with us. We have had admirable 
Exgliſb Peaſe this Summer; every one here is now perſwaded 
of the fertility ofthe Ground, and goodyeſs of the Climate,here 
being nothing wanting,with induſtry,that grows in England, 
and many delicious things,not attainable there; and we have 
.this common advantage above England, that all things grow 
.better, and with leſs Labour. I have planted this Spring a 
; Quickſer, of above fixſcore-Foot long, which grows to admi- 
_ratiog ; we find as good Thorns as any intheWorld. 
. +, We have had fo great abundance of Pigeons this Summer, 
'that we have fed all our Servants with them. A Gentlewo« 
ran near the City, , which is come .intothis Province ſince 
you went for Exgland, ( Mrs Jeffs from Ireland) Cured 
Sturgion the lalt Year, and I havecaten ſome this Summer 
at her Houſe, as good as you can get-in London : ſome Barba- 
ces Merchants are treating with her for ſeveral Barrels for 
the Barbadoes, and will give her any thing for them. We 
are wanting of ſome .more good Neighbours to fill up the 
Country, There is a French Gentleman who made the laſt 
Year ſome Wine of the wild Graves, which proved admirable 
good, and far abeve the beſt Maderas that you ever taſted, a lit- 
tle higher colour'd. And one thing I muſt take notice of, 
that 


thar we ſtrove to make Yineger of it, but it is ſo full of Spirit 
that-it will not-cafily turn to Vinegar ; a certain evidence of 
irs l6ng keeping. Your Figzeron had made a Barrel of the 
ſame Wize, reſolving to keep it for your Entertainment : I 
being one day there, and ſpeaking of what-I had taſted at 
_ Pelifow's, he ſhewed me a Barrel,which he ſaid was 
of the ſame ſort that he had taken a great.deal of careto 
ſecure from being meddled with, he tauhing the head, it 
ſounded empty , at which the man was ſo amazed, that 
he was ready to Faint; afterwards looking about,it had leaked 
underneath, to about two Qyarts; Itafted it; and it was 
et. ve Wine, lo I left the poor man much affliged 
his lo - But I muſt acquaint you with one thing, that 
he having. planted ſome French Vines, the twenty fourth of 
March,the laſt Year, the ſame Vines have brought forth ſome 
Grapes this Year, and ſome of them were . ke to Preſi- 
dent Lloyd the 28th of Jay, fully Black and Ripe, which is a 
thing unheard of, or very extraordinary. I thought that this 
ſhort agcount of our preſent State and Condition, and Im- 
provernent would not be ill News to you, conſidering that 
ou know me not forward-to put my handto Paper flight- 
y ; wherefore 1 hope that your Lady will not diſpiſe what 
I do here report, as being the very truth of things; andif I 
could contribute thereby to her full Satisfaftion, I ſhould 
have my end,as being-willing to-ſee you and her in this place, 
where I ſhall not tear being re for miſ-repreſenting 
things, I ſhall conclude, 
Governor, 
Green-Sprine the 14'l 
ol September, 1686. 


Tour truly affettionate Friend and $ ervant 
Ln Nicholas Poe. 
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Madam Farmer has found out as good Lime-Stoxe, on the 
School-kill, as any in the World, and is building with ir; ſhe 
offers to ſell ten Thouſand Buſhels at ſix Pence the Buſhel, 
upon her Plantation, where theze is ſeveral conſiderable Hills, 
- and near to your manner of Spring field. Oe 


—_—— 


I” « Letter from the Governors Steward, Oftob. 3. 1636. 


He Gardiner is brisk at Work. The Peach-Trees are 
much. brekea down with the weight of Fruit this 
Year. | All or moſt of the Plants that came from 
Exgland grow, (being about four Thouſand.) Cherries are 
ſprung | and five Foot. Pears, Codlings and Plumbs 
rs or four Foot. ' Pears and Apple Grafts, in Country Stocks, 
and in Thorzs, are ſprung three and four Foot. Ravberries, 
Goosberries, Currauws, Quinces, Roſes, Walnats and Figs 
w well. Apricocks frem the Stone fourteen or ſixtcen 
nches ſprung, ſince the Month called April. Our Bars, 
Porchand Shed, are full of Cors this Year. 
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In « Letter from the Governers Gardiner, dated the 14th 
of the Month call'd May 1686. 


$ for thoſe things I brought wich me, ic is much 

for People in Exzland to believe me of the growth 

of them; ſome ot the Trees and Buſbes are ſhot in 

five wecks time, ſome one Inch, {\m-: two, three, four, 
five, (ix, ſeven, vea ſome acleven Iiclics ; ſome of them 
ng ten days fer in the Grourd >toic they put out Buls, 
And 
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And Sceds do come on = ; for thofe Secds that in England 
take fourtcen days'to riſe,are up here in ſixor ſeven days.Pray 
make agreement with the Biſhop of London's Gardiner , 
or any other that will turniſh us with Trees, Shrubs, Flowers 
and Seeds,and we will furniſh them trom theſe places; for we 
have excellent 7 rees,Shurbs and Flowers,8& Herbs here, which 
I donot know I ever ſaw in any Gardens in England— 
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In a Letter from Robert Turner a Merchant in Philadelphia, - 
axd one of the Councel, the ,th of Oftober 1686. 


Alſo adviſe, that, bleſſed be God, Cory is very cheap this 

Seaſon; Engliſh Wheat (old here,to carry for Nen-England, 

at three Shillings fix Pence per Buſhel, and much Wheat- 
Flower and Bisket tor Barbaaxs. Things proſper very well, 
and the Earth brings torth its encreate; God grant we may 
wali worthy of his Mercies. Of other Grains, pleaty. - As 
to the Town, Building goeth on. Joh Readmas is buildi 
one Brick Houſe for Richard Whitpaan, of ſixty Fout long, a 
fifty ſix Foot wide. For the Widow Farmer, another rick 
Houſ:. For Thomas Barker and Samuel Jobſon two Brick 
Cellers, and Chimnies for back Kitchings. Thomas Ducket is 
Building a Brick Houke at the Stulkrl, torty eight Foot long 
and three Stories high ; there are two other Brick Houſes to 
be built this Summer ———- 
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In a Letter, of the 2d of Oftober, from David Lloyd, Clerk 
of the Peace, of the County of Philadelphia, - 


Shall only add, that five Ships are come in {ince our arri- 
: Val, one from Br:fto/,with 100 Pallengers; ons from Hud, 
B wath 
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with 160 ge; one from New-Eaglavd for Corn, and 
two from Baerbadoes ; all of them, and ours ( of above zag 
Tuan) had :heir loading here, ours tor Vew-Ezg/ard, and the 
relt tor Barbadoes; and for all this, Wheat (as good, I think, 
as any in Exoland) is fold at three Shillings fix pence per 
Bufhel, this Country Money, and for three Shillings ready 
Money (which makes ewo Shillings five pence Engliſh Stare 
ling) and if God continues his bleſſing to us, this Province 
will certainly be the Grainary of America, Fhe Governours 
Vineyard = on very well, the Grapes I have taſted of ; 
which in ſitteen Months arc come to maturity———— 
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In « Letter, of Oftober laſt, from Thomas Holmes 


Surveyor General, 


E have 'made three Purchaſes of the Indians, 
| which, added unto the fix former Sales they 
made us,will, I believe, be Land enough for 
Planters for this Age ; they were atfirſt High, and upon 
their Diſtances ; but when we told them of the Kindneſs 
our Governour had always ſhown them ; that the Price we 
offer'd far exceeded former Rates, and that they offered us 
the Land before we fought them, they agreed to our laſt 
Offer , which is fomething under three hundred Pounds 
ſteriing. The Kings ſalute our Governour ; they hardly 
ever fee 2nv of us, but they ask, with muck affeQtion ,/ 
w:.-n {ci come to them again ; we are upon very good 
ters with chem. Tintcnd to ſend the Draughts for a Map 
by the firtt ———— | 
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In a Letter from James Claypole Merchant iu Pluladelphia, 


and one of the Conncel, 


Have never ſeen brighter and-better Corn then io theſe 

parts, eſpecially in theCounty of Chefter. Proviſions 

very cheap; Pork at two Pence, and good fat freſh 
Beef at three half-pence the Pound, in-our Market, Fiſh is 
plentiful ; Cc» cheap ; M'hear three and fix pence a Buſhel ; 
Rye half a Crown; Indian Corn ewo Shillings,of this Money: 
And it is without doubt that we ſhall have as good H/7ne as 
any France produces, Here is great appearance of a Trade, 
and if we bad ſmall Money for Exchange, we ſhould not 
want Returns. The Whale. Fiſhery is contiderable ; ſeveral 
Companies out to ketch them: 'There is one caught, that 
its thought will make ſeveral hundred Barrels af Qyle. This, 
beſides 7 obaces and Skins, and Furs, we have for Com- 


{> —_——— 


FINIS. 


- 


